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Wallachia, but also Constantinople. After that, he would be
prepared to help Napoleon in Syria; but he must secure his own
gains first. As agreement by letter proved impossible, the two
sovereigns agreed to meet at Erfurt, where Napoleon hoped to
prevail by personal influence. He underestimated Alexander,
however, who wrote to his sister: 'Bonaparte gives out that I
am only a fool. He laughs best who laughs last, and for my part
I put all my hope in God.' The mere fact that he spoke of
'Bonaparte* instead of *Napoleon' implied a feeling of hostility,
and would have made all friendship impossible if it had been
known.
Meanwhile Alexander employed the period of apparent friend-
ship with France to conquer Finland, which belonged to Sweden.
That done, he bought the friendship of Sweden by promising
to help the Swedes to acquire Norway, which belonged to
Denmark, which was friendly to France. After this, since Napoleon
still would not help him to get Moldavia and Wallachia, he felt
that the friendship of France served no further purpose. When
Napoleon complained that six hundred British ships had sailed up
the Gulf of Finland and landed British goods in Russia, Alex-
ander contented himself with a blunt denial. The Grand Army
marched to Moscow and perished in the retreat; Europe greeted
Alexander as her saviour, and the triumphant Allies marched to
Paris. In all this Alexander saw the hand of God, since he could
not attribute the victory to himself or his generals. The Prussians
saw the victory of moral force against the corruption and atheism
of France. The Austrians saw the vindication of ancient right.
The English saw the victory of sea power and cheap manu-
factures. The world in general saw the hope of peace. Such was
the situation at the opening of our epoch.